MASFAA Business Meeting

Friday, April 11, 2003
UM-Western STC Great Room, Dillon, Montana

I.  Call to Order

Terri Gruba called the meeting to order at 10:32 a.m. for Haven Gourneau, who was unable to stay.  No agenda was left so Terri put one together.
II. Approval of Minutes

Jolene Myers had sent the minutes to the MASFAA list.  Terri Gruba asked if there were to be any additions or corrections to the minutes from the 2002 business meeting.  Kirs Dramstad moved to approve the minutes; seconded by Tom Stump. Approved.

III. Officer reports:

President – Terri Gruba reported that Haven had attended the NASFAA Leadership Conference in Washington DC, and that she thanked the Association, she learned a great deal. For her President’s project this year Haven would like to link the FPCC web sit to the MASFAA website so native American students can obtain more information regarding Indian fee Waivers, Tribal Higher Ed funding, and other favorite sites.   

Past President – Terri Gruba had nothing to report.  

Vice President – Shauna Savage had nothing to report.
Secretary/Treasurer – Jolene Myers distributed and reviewed the treasurer’s report.  Mick Hanson motioned to approve; Janet Riis seconded.  Approved.  

Associate Member – Ron Muffick noted that we have 8 vendor tables for the conference, and $3000 in General Sponsorships were given in 2003 which is more than we received in 2002 ($2000).
Member-at-large – Mary Holden created backup disks for the award certificates, and will give one to the new sec/treas.

Member-at-large – Sandi Kiehnau resigned from UGF and the board opted to leave the position vacant at the time.

IV.
      MASFAA Committee Reports

Dillon Conference – Ricki Jones reported that some adjustments were made to the amounts previously given to the Board at their meeting, but it will be under budget due to the great sponsorship. Special thanks to DJ Christianson for securing the co-sponsorship of the entertainment with Glacier Bank.  Stacey did most of the work and Ricki thanks her.  Applause for the committee – Great job ladies.

High School Night – There was some discussion at the Round Table the previous day; Bernie Warwood asked that any revisions to the powerpoint presentation be submitted to her.  Please let her know why (or why not) you are using it.  She will adjust it each year as needed; she is open to suggestions; you can tweek it to fit as well.  It was suggested that it be made available earlier as some are doing presentations in early December.  Everyone is to email Dana at the Great Falls COT with the sites at which they conducted a high-school night.  
Fall Decentralized – Terri Gruba announced it will be held in Great Falls, per the rotation.  No topics to announce yet.  The Board set the dates of November 6 and 7 should the topics be something we wish to offer. There was some discussion regarding travel budgets being tight; we will use the list serve when topics are available to make the final decision.

V. NASFAA/RMASFAA Committee Reports

RMASFAA 2003 – Janet Riis reported that the conference is set at Big Sky, Montana for October 5-8, 2003.  The committee chairs held a meeting on Tuesday evening and have been having monthly conference calls.  There will be a site visit in June for the chairs.  

The RMASFAA Board has cut our budget by 20%, and they want us to get back to basics with good programs (nuts & bolts).  The Board has also canceled our entertainment (Montana Logging and Ballet Company) and so we are planning to have a talent show.  Some suggestions were made to have the Vigilanti Theatre Company that performed last evening.   Janet went on to give a review of what programs and speakers have already been scheduled and who has been contracted to date and the pre-conference activities that have been developed.  

We are also cutting back on the state gift, will now use the backpack that MGSLP is paying for with the water bottle from ASAP/Union bank and Trust.   Thanks to Wendy at SAF for the great graphics.

Jim Stipcich asked about travel.  Every attendee will be responsible for getting themselves to Big Sky and all information will be available on the RMASFAA website, in the Exchange, etc. and travel and hotel links should be available this month. Registration information should be available late May early June.  We can call and make reservations anytime, just mention the RMASFAA conference.  The hotel will give you all the room options and prices. Bernie described the accommodations and gave a short report on the site visit she, Jolene and Teresa had on Monday. 

Mick mentioned that as many people as possible from your school should try to attend as this is a huge undertaking.  Chris asked about duties  - they will be assigned if there are no volunteers.

Terri mentioned that all RMASFAA registrations are now electronic.  She will visit with those at RMASFAA to see if there are any alternatives as there are Montana folks that do not have access.

Mick is up for NASFAA Member at Large – be sure to vote.  He also mentioned that he edits articles for the ‘Journalist’.

VI. Old Business

PSA’s – Danielle didn’t do them this year as there was a problem with converting them to a format that is more usable. Ricki will speak to their AV person.
Counselor Update Presentation – There is a need to do more as there is still some very old info out there.  A committee, consisting of Sally Speer as the chair and Ricki and Terri will look into how we can get better info to the counselors, perhaps do a handout ‘Myths about Financial Aid’, there is something regarding this on Finaid.org.  Remember the Department of Ed may start doing counselor updates again as well.  

Home Schools Task Force – nothing.

The next MASFAA conference is scheduled for FPCC.  Haven stated at the Board meeting that it may be best if we put that off for a couple of years, so folks do not have to travel a great distance two years in a row.  Therefore, the Board recommends that it goes back to Billings per the usual rotation. Is this OK with Billings?  Yes, Judy Chapman will be site chair.   Dates will be April 14-16, 2004 and decentralized will be prior if it is offered.  Thanks Billings.

VII. Nominations and elections

Past President – Terri Gruba will be remaining, as Haven had to step in as President this year.

President Elect – Jolene Myers
Secretary/Treasurer – Danelle Whitten

Member-at-Large – Janet Riis
Associate – DW Eiler

      Mick moved to approve slate of officers and Chris Dramstad seconded. Approved.

VIII. New Business

Summer Institute Scholarships – There were no applicants for the minority Summer Institute scholarship so it will become another random scholarship.  Winners are:  Rocky, Carroll, and MSU-N as the alternate.
Arlene Hannawalt thanked everyone for submitting letters from student recipients of MTAP for the legislators.

Janet Riis announced that Dick Franz is retiring from Carroll, effective July 1.  There will be a party in Helena sometime in July and a gift has been approved by the Board.

Awards – The ‘Lifetime Achievement Award’ and gift was presented to Arlene Hannawalt.  She is invited to attend the conferences whenever possible; she will be at RMASFAA in Big Sky. 

IX. Passing of Gavel 

            NA
X. Adjournment

Melina Hawkins motioned; Janet Riis seconded; adjourned 11:30 a.m.
